
COTTONWOOD
SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

WEED BADGER PROGRAM
� e Weed Badger is a tractor with an attached side mount tiller 
designed to clean weed competition from your new tree planting. � e 
program is run in cooperation between the Cottonwood SWCD and 
the Jackson SWCD. � is year, the Weed Badger made fi fteen site 
visits in Cottonwood County and six site visits in Jackson County. 
� ose twenty one sites took a total of 55.5 hours to complete. � e 
landowner is charged $45 per tractor hour, and a $15 fuel surcharge 
per site. Most of our weed badger projects received some form of cost 
share assistance. � e projects that received the weed badger service in 
2009 included farmstead windbreaks, fi eld windbreaks and wildlife 
tree plantings.
If weed control in a new tree planting has stopped you from planting 
trees, give us a call.

TREE PROGRAM
An old saying says, “� e best time to plant a tree was twenty years 
ago, the next best time is today” 
Don’t miss your next best opportunity to plant a tree! 
2009 was a good year to plant trees. � ose trees went into the 
ground with good spring planting conditions. � e summer rains 
were adequate and ample late autumn rainfall should ensure survival 
through the winter.
Th is year’s plantings included:  • 1.0 mile fi eld windbreaks
    • 4.0 acres farmstead windbreaks 
    • 24 acres of wildlife habitat 
A total of 13,000 trees were sold in 2009, of those 9,000 were planted 
by the District. Fifteen landowners also received our planting service 
last spring.
Many of the tree plantings received cost share from various 
government programs. 
Landowners have also been fortunate to have the support of several 
area groups to help pay for some of the costs of tree plantings. � ose 
groups include the Cottonwood Game and Fish League, Cottonwood 
Pheasants Forever, Cottonwood County Water Plan, and the 
Minnesota Deer Hunters- Des Moines Valley Chapter.
Trees clean our air, cool our homes, stop the wind and snow, and 
provide homes for wildlife. � is spring is our next best time to plant a 
tree, don’t miss it!

NEW NRCS EMPLOYEE
Please welcome the new NRCS District Conservationist . . .
Kelly Heather.
Kelly grew up on a farm in Nebraska and received her Bachelor of 
Science degree in Animal Science and Ag Business from Northwest 
Missouri State University. For the last year she has been the Assistant 
Administrator at the Redwood County Environmental Offi  ce and 
before that she served as the NRCS District Conservationist in 
Redwood County.

STATE COST SHARE PROGRAM
� e State Cost-Share Program provides a source of funding for 
landowners to install conservation practices on the land.  � e primary 
purpose of the practices must be to control soil erosion, the reduction 
of sediment delivery or the protection of water quality.
� e SWCD received $13,506.00 for FY 2010 allocations.
Work completed in 2009 included the following practices:
 • 2.1 acres of Grass Waterways — $5,051.00
 • 22 acres of Critical Area Planting — $7,500.00
 • 24,350 feet Windbreak/Shelterbelts — $9,215.94
Other cost-share funding sources are as follows:
� e District participated in a Clean Water Legacy Grant for the Cot-
tonwood River Watershed.  In 2009 2.9 acres of Grass Waterway and 
two Grade Stabilizations totaling $23,455.06 were installed.
In working in the Watonwan Watershed through the Greater Blue 
Earth River Basin Alliance (GBERBA) $16,125.00 was utilized to 
install 1 Pond; $13,602.75 to install a Sediment Basin and  three 
Alternative Tile Intakes totaling $900.00.
And fi nally, through the Heron Lake Watershed District (HLWD) 
fourteen Alternative Tile Intake projects were completed with 
$1,280.28 in cost-share from the Cottonwood SWCD.

THE SUPERVISORS
Nominating District I: Mountain Lake, Midway, Selma Townships 
and the City of Mountain Lake

Supervisor Clark Lingbeek — 4 year term ends
 December 31, 2010
Nominating District II: Lakeside, Carson, Delton Townships and the 
Cities of Bingham Lake and Delft

Supervisor Cody Duroe — Appointment ends
 December 31, 2010 (Election to fi ll vacancy-term ends 2012)
Nominating District III: Great Bend, Dale, Amboy, Germantown 
Townships and the Cities of Jeff ers and Windom

Supervisor Ron Tibodeau — 4 year term ends
 December 31, 2010
Nominating District IV: Springfi eld, Amo, Storden, Highwater 
Townships and the City of Storden

Supervisor Tom Muller — 4 year term ends
 December 31, 2012
Nominating District V: Southbrook, Rosehill, Westbrook, Ann 
Townships and the City of Westbrook

Supervisor Jim Bloch — 4 year term ends
 December 31, 2012

Seated from left: Tom Muller, Ron Tibodeau.
Standing from left: Jim Bloch, Cody Duroe, Clark Lingbeek. 
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The Cottonwood Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) 
is a legal subdivision of the State governed by a fi ve member board, 
elected by the public.  � ey provide the local leadership and direction 
for applying conservation practices to the land.  � e Board of 
Supervisors (Ron Tibodeau, Clark Lingbeek, Jim Bloch, Tom Muller, 
Cody Duroe) play an important role in how our county deals with 
a wide variety of resource management issues, including wetlands, 
water quality and soil erosion.
� e Board of Supervisors meet monthly to discuss the business 
of the SWCD, including state allocations to landowners, district 
conservation priorities, coordination with other units of government 
and state agencies, and legislative priorities.

Look for us at the Cottonwood County Fair
and the Windom Farm and Home Show!

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Educating the public is an important part of the SWCD offi  ce. Class 
presentations and educational materials are off ered to schools and 
organizations across Cottonwood County. 

• K-2 Grade Coloring Contest
• Kindergarten Puppet

Presentation
• Fourth Grade Children’s

Water Festival
• Fourth Grade Water

Education Day
• Fourth Grade Arbor Day

• Fifth Grade Conservation Day
• Sixth Grade Environmental 

Fair
• Jr. & Sr. High Environmental 

Presentation
• Enviroscape Watershed Model
• Tree Trivia Games
• Women’s Day Conference

2009 Fourth Grade Water Education Day at Shalom Hill Farm

CURRENT GBERBA GRANTS 
2006-2009

• 2006 Cobb River Implementation and
Drainage Management Grants .........$478,988

• 2006 Clean Water Legacy Grant .......$873,000
• 2007 Clean Water Legacy Grant .......$172,986
• 2008 Clean Water Legacy Grant .......$330,000
• 2008 Cooperative Weed
   Management Grant ............................$16,000
• 2008 Conservation Innovation Grant

Conservation  Marketplace of
Minnesota ........................................$180,000

• 2009 Clean Water Legacy Grant .......$230,845
• 2009 Clean Water Partnership Grant, Blue

Earth River Restoration Positions ....$227,600
• 2010 Clean Water Fund Grant ..........$243,250
• 2010 Cooperative Weed Management Grant 

(GBERBA through Martin SWCD) .......$15,000
• 2010 BWSR Conservation Drainage

Advancement Grants ..........................$39,798
GRAND TOTAL .............. $2,807,467

AGRICULTURAL BEST MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES PROGRAM
During 2009 the SWCD in conjunction with the Cottonwood 
Co. Commissioners, AgStar Farm Credit Services, Bank Midwest-
Windom and Westbrook worked with local landowners to obtain 
MN Department of Agriculture AgBMP Loans.
During 2009 three new Conservation Tillage Equipmnet loans 
were obtained by landowners totaling $71,500 and two Ag. Waste 
Management loans for $51,142. Eight revolving loans were 
completed totaling $11,861.25 in Ag. Waste Management and 
$264,845 in Conservation Tillage Equipment.
To date the County has $1,523,488.42 in the AgVMP Loan Program 
and has revolved $2,377,087.82 in loan funds.

EQIP
Over 2000 acres of cropland and pasture land in Cottonwood County 
have been protected over the past year using USDA programs. 
� e Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) obligated 
$130,064.64 for 10 contracts in 2009.
� e Environmental Quality Incentives Program was reauthorized 
in the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008. Originally 
authorized in the 1996 Farm Bill, EQIP provides technical assistance, 
cost-share payments, and incentive payments to assist crop, livestock, 
and other agricultural producers with environmental and conservation 
improvements to their operations.
Practices funded in 2009 included: nutrient management, pest 
management, residue management (no-till, strip-till, ridge-till and 
mulch till), grassed waterways and terraces.
EQIP is a competitive program based on a scoring system to rank 
applications. � e scoring system is developed yearly to address the 
changing needs for the county.
Sign-up for the 2010 EQIP program started in late 2009 and there 
has been outstanding response and participation so far. Contact your 
local Natural Resources Conservation Service for more details on the 
changes for 2010.

GBERBA NUTRIENT
MANAGEMENT
Annalie Plaetz, GBERBA Nutrient Managemt Specialist, fi nished a 
very busy 2009 growing season. � ere are currently 25 producers and 
approximately 8,500 acres in various counties being assisted by the 
GBERBA Nutrient Management position. Nutrient Management 
displays and information were also made available to each County 
and SWCD offi  ce in the watershed for use at Farm & Home shows. 
She also organized and attended various workshops throughout the 
Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance. Spring 2010 will be very 
busy with the organization, promotion, and attendance of several 
manure economics and nutrient management planning workshops 
throughout the GBERBA watershed.
Further information on GBERBA Nutrient Management and 
Annalie’s contact information can be found on the staff  page of the 
GBERBA website: www.gberba.org

Greater Blue Earth
River Basin Alliance
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Cottonwood Soil & Water
Conservation District Mission

“To help maintain a better environment for future
generations, to encourage the wise use of our soil and

water, through programs and education.”

THE STAFF

The staff includes: Kelly Heather (NRCS), Karen Boysen 
(NRCS), Dave Bucklin (SWCD), Kay Clark (SWCD), and 
Annalie Plaetz (GBERBA).

VERLYN NICKEL
� is past year the Cottonwood Soil and Water 
Conservation District lost an important 
conservation leader in Cottonwood County.  
For 32 years Verlyn Nickel had served as a 
Supervisor for the SWCD taking his fi rst Oath 
of Offi  ce on February 24, 1977.

RIM RESERVE CLEAN WATER
FUND-RIPARIAN BUFFERS
PROGRAM
A new Reinvest In Minnesota (RIM) program was announced at 
the end of 2009. � is new program allows landowners to enroll 10 
to 15 year CRP contracts on protected waters into a permanent 
easement in the RIM program. � e landowner receives a payment 
equal to 100% of the estimated market value for the easement area 
and 60% for the non-cropped area near the water. In Cottonwood 
County, payment rates are between $3,223.00 and $4,800.00 per acre. 
� e CRP contract remains active and landowners are still eligible to 
receive all the remaining payments from that program.
� is program is targeted to the protected waters of the state and is 
a high priority program to improve water quality in Minnesota. In 
Cottonwood County, all lakes, rivers and larger streams are protected 
waters.
� ere are 6.5 million dollars available for the fi rst two years of the 
program and with the high initial interest it is expected to go fast. 

GBERBA COORDINATORS
2009 was another busy year for the Greater Blue Earth River Basin 
Alliance (GBERBA). � e GBERBA area includes eleven counties 
in south central Minnesota. � e Blue Earth River, the Le Sueur 
River and the Watonwan River make up the Greater Blue Earth 
River Basin. Kay Clark and David Bucklin, Cottonwood SWCD 
employees, serve as the coordinators for GBERBA. As coordinators 
their responsibilities include grant writing, project oversight, and 
communications.
Accomplishments in 2009 include applying for and receiving grants 
for $458,445.00 from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and 
the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources for the Clean 
Water Legacy program. � rough these grants the Cottonwood 
SWCD will provide cost share for landowners to control erosion 
in riparian areas and provide funds to work with the cities in the 
watershed on urban water quality issues. � e 2009 MPCA grant also 
provides funds to continue the nutrient management position housed 
in the Cottonwood offi  ce into 2011. (Please see related nutrient 
article). 
Also, created in 2009 was a website for GBERBA, as a way for those 
interested to access information and keep updated with GBERBA’s 
activities. � e website can be found at www.gberba.org
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