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Note: Information in this guidebook was compiled from several different resources, including: 

 Minnesota Statutes – www.revisor.mn.gov 

 Minnesota Secretary of State’s Office – www.sos.state.mn.us 

 Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board – https://cfb.mn.gov 

 SWCD Board of Supervisors information from the SWCD Operational Handbook, maintained by the Board of Water and 
Soil Resources – https://bwsr.state.mn.us/swcd-board-supervisors 

 Conservation District Board Member Recruitment and Community Outreach Guide developed by the National Association 
of Conservation Districts – requires member log-in. http://www.nacdnet.org/general-resources/district-guides/ 

http://www.revisor.mn.gov/
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/
http://www.nacdnet.org/general-resources/district-guides/
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RUNNING FOR SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT SUPERVISOR - AT A GLANCE 

 
 

Affidavits of 
Candidacy 

 

Affidavits of 
Candidacy 

 

 

Affidavit of 
Candidacy 

 
 

$20 Filing 
Fee or 
Petition in 
Lieu of 
Filing Fee 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

County Auditor: 
Coordinates elections at 
county level, develops ballots 

 
Candidate for SWCD Supervisor: 

 must be eligible to vote in Minnesota 
 must have not filed for another office at the upcoming primary or general 

election *(with certain exceptions, see next page) 
 must be 21 years of age or more upon assuming office 
 must have maintained residence in their district for at least 30 days before the 

general election 

World Wide Web 
www.sos.state.mn.us 

Minnesota Secretary of State, 
State Canvassing Board 

http://www.sos.state.mn.us/
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FILING FOR OFFICE - AFFIDAVIT OF CANDIDACY 
 

The Minnesota Secretary of State is the chief election official in Minnesota and is responsible for 

administration of the Minnesota election law. The Secretary of State’s Office works with county auditors 

to conduct the elections process. 

 
Candidate Qualifications 
Minnesota law states that candidates for state and local offices must be eligible voters and at least 21- 
years-old when assuming office. They must have resided in their 
districts for at least 30 days before the general election, and have 
no other affidavit on file for any other elected office. 
*exceptions: A candidate for soil and water conservation district 
supervisor in a district not located in whole or in part in Anoka or 
Washington County, may also have on file an affidavit of 
candidacy: 

 for mayor or council member of a statutory or home rule 
charter city of not more than 2,500 population contained in 
whole or in part in the soil and water conservation district; or 

 for town supervisor in a town of not more than 2,500 
population contained in whole or in part in the soil and water 
conservation district. 

(Minnesota Statute 204B.06) 

 
Affidavit of Candidacy 

All SWCD Supervisor candidates must file an affidavit of 

candidacy. Candidates must state that the name listed on their 

affidavit is their true name by which they are commonly known in 

the community. Affidavits must be signed in the presence of a 

notary or an individual authorized to administer oaths. (Minnesota 

Statute 204B.06). Affidavits of candidacy may be completed starting 60 days before and during the filing 

period. A properly completed affidavit and filing fee must be received by the filing officer during the filing 

period. (Minnesota Statutes 204B.09). 
 

Filing Period 

The filing period opens May 19, 2020, and closes at 5 pm on June 2, 2020. 

(Minnesota Statutes 204B.09). 

 
Filing Location 

Candidates for SWCD Supervisor file an affidavit of candidacy with the county auditor of the county in 

which the district office is located (Minnesota Statute 

103C.305). 

 
Filing Fee 

Candidates must pay a filing fee (chart at right) at the 

time of filing their affidavit of candidacy . However, 

candidates may file a petition in place of the filing fee. 

Sample forms and information about the number of 

required signatures on a petition that replaces the filing 

fee are available from the filing officer. Candidates who 

provide the filing fee by check or other instrument for 

which sufficient funds are not available will have their 

names removed from the ballot and are liable for all 

costs incurred by election officials in removing their 

names from the ballot. (Minnesota Statute 204B.11) 
Minnesota Statutes 204B.11 

FILING FOR OFFICE FEES 

Office Filing fee 

U.S. Senator $400 

U.S. Representative in Congress $300 

Governor, Lt. Governor, Attorney General, State 
Auditor, Secretary of State 

$300 

Judges $300 

State Senator $100 

State Representative $100 

County Office $50 

Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor $20 
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STATEMENTS OF ECONOMIC INTEREST 
 

Background 
Those individuals elected to the position of SWCD Supervisor need to file a Statement of Economic 
Interest with the Minnesota Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board. A statement of 
economic interest is a form that public and local officials use to disclose information about their 
personal financial interests. 

 

Timeline 
After the general election results are certified by the 
canvassing board, winning candidates will receive a letter 
from the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board in 
late December explaining that they will need to file a 
Statement of Economic Interest within 60 days of the 
beginning of their term. The letter will include a username 
and password for filing the Statement on the CFPD Board’s 
web site. As a practical matter, the “beginning of the term” 
will usually be considered the date the Supervisor takes his 
or her Oath of Office. Individuals new to the position of 
SWCD Supervisor file an “Original Statement of Economic 
Interest” and certify it, while Supervisors who are re-elected 
to their position need to review the current information on- 
line, make any changes, and then re-certify it. 

 

Statements of Economic Interest need to be reviewed and 
recertified every year even if nothing has changed. This 
review must be completed by the last Monday in January 
and covers the previous calendar year. 

 

The Form 
Each elected SWCD Supervisor will need to provide the 
following information on the Statement of Economic Interest. 
The statement discloses: 
 occupation; 
 principal place of business; 
 sources of compensation in excess of $250 in a month; 
 business and professional activity categories; 
 securities in excess of $10,000; 
 non-homesteaded real property holdings; and 
 interests in pari-mutuel horse racing. 

 

Public Information 
Filed Statements are made available for review on the 
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board’s website at 
https://cfb.mn.gov/reports-and-data/officials-financial- 
disclosure/official/. 

 

More information about completing the Statement of 
Economic Interest is available at https://cfb.mn.gov/pdf/ 
publications/handbooks/Public_officials_handbook.pdf. The 
form itself is at https://cfb.mn.gov/pdf/forms/public_officials/eis_elected_officials.pdf. 

 

Questions can be directed to Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board staff Jodi Pope at 
651-539-1183, cfb.eis@state.mn.us, or 800-657-3889. Information and resources are available at 
https://cfb.mn.gov/. 

mailto:cfb.eis@state.mn.us
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

 
 

Can candidates seek political party endorsement? 
While it is not prohibited, MASWCD strongly 
discourages SWCD candidates from seeking such 
endorsements. Minnesota’s SWCDs have a long 
and honorable history of non-partisan elections. 
The natural resource conservation issues that 
SWCDs address transcend, and are best served 
outside of, partisan politics. 

What is an SWCD Supervisor’s term of office? 
In almost all cases, supervisors are elected to 4 
year terms, commencing on the first Monday in 
January. 

Can a person serve as an SWCD Supervisor and 
hold another elected position at the same time? 

It depends. With the exception of the SWCDs in 
Anoka and Washington counties, the office of 
SWCD supervisor is compatible with: 

 the offices of mayor, clerk, clerk-treasurer, or 
council member in a statutory or home rule 
charter city of not more than 2,500 population 
contained in whole or in part in the SWCD; and 

 the office of town clerk or town supervisor in a 
town of not more than 2,500 population 
contained in whole or in part in the SWCD. 

A person can be on the election ballot for SWCD 
and the compatible office at the same time. 
A person holding both offices needs to refrain from 
voting or taking any other formal action on any 
matter coming before the SWCD board or the city 
council or town board that has a substantial effect 
on both the SWCD and the city or town. 
(Minnesota Statutes 103C.315 and 204B.06) 

Do Supervisors receive compensation? 
Supervisors receive compensation for services up 
to $75 per day rate, depending on what rate is 
approved by the local SWCD. In addition, 
Supervisors may be reimbursed for expenses, 
including traveling expenses, necessarily incurred 
in the discharge of duties. A supervisor may be 
reimbursed for the use of his/her own automobile in 
the performance of official duties at a rate set by 
the SWCD, not to exceed the maximum tax- 
deductible mileage rate permitted under the federal 
Internal Revenue Code. 
(Minnesota Statutes 103C.315) 

What happens after an individual is elected? 
After election results are certified, the county 
auditor provides a “Certificate of Election” to the 
successful Supervisor-elect. The Supervisor-elect 
may keep the certificate or send it to the county 
recorder’s office to be kept on file. Newly elected 
supervisors should take an “Oath of Office” at the 
first SWCD board meeting on or after the first 
Monday in January. Some counties hold 
ceremonies for all newly elected officials in January 
following an election, and SWCD Supervisors may 
wish to participate. 

Are write-in candidates tabulated? 
Not automatically. A candidate for SWCD 
Supervisor who did not file for office and therefore 
won’t be listed on the ballot, and who wants write-in 
votes for the candidate to be counted, must file a 
written request on a form provided by the county 
auditor. The request must be filed with the county 
auditor after the close of the filing period and no 
later than the seventh day before general election 
(November 3, 2020). (Minnesota Statutes 204B.09, 
subdivision 3) 

 

How is a Supervisor selected if the nomination 
district is within areas governed by an Indian tribe? 

In a district where a supervisor nomination district is 
entirely within lands of an American Indian tribe or 
band to which county election laws do not apply, a 
supervisor to represent the district shall be elected 
or appointed as provided by the governing body of 
the tribe or band. (Minnesota Statutes 103C.305) 

 

What can I tell a candidate who is concerned about 
taking time away from his or her work to fulfill the 
duties of an elected Supervisor? 

“A person elected to a public office must be 
permitted time off from regular employment to 
attend meetings required by reason of the public 
office. The time off may be without pay, with pay, 
or made up with other hours, as agreed between 
the employee and employer. When an employee 
takes time off without pay, the employer shall make 
an effort to allow the employee to make up the time 
with other hours when the employee is available. 
No retaliatory action may be taken by the employer 
for absences to attend meetings necessitated by 
reason of the employee’s public office.” (Minnesota 
Statutes 211B.10) 

 

Can an SWCD post candidate info on its web site? 
Yes. However, in doing so, districts should ensure 
that all candidates have equal opportunity to have 
information posted, that no candidate appears to be 
advocated over another, and that no information be 
posted that is not relevant to the position (age, 
marital status, etc.). An alternative would be to 
work with a local newspaper to solicit candidate 
profiles and include them in an issue of the paper. 
In addition to the candidate’s name and position for 
which he/she is running (i.e. which nomination 
district), a candidate profile could include answers 
to the following (or any other issues the SWCD and 
newspaper would find helpful for voters): 

 Strengths candidate would bring to SWCD? 

 Past experience with conservation issues that 
make candidate qualified to be a Supervisor? 

 Motivation for being an SWCD Supervisor? 

 Conservation ideas/changes candidate 
advocates to ensure the sustainability of 
agriculture and natural resources in your 
district? 
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